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which you so naturally entertained; and it rejoices me to have
it in my power to inform you, that the same gracious wisdom
and goodness that prompted his Majesty to extend the benefit
of his laws to this country, has prescribed to us, by his royal
charter, in what manner and how far we are to introduce
them, thereby providentially guarding against any inconve-
nience that might arise from a promiscuous and general intro-
duction of them.
"The principles of laws relating to property are universal;
to give to every man what is his due, is the foundation of law
in all countries and in all climates; it is a maxim that must
be acknowledged by men of all religions and persuasions :
religion, custom, and prejudice, do, indeed, make the same act
criminal, or more or less so, in one country than in another.
"But his Majesty has already most graciously consulted
your religion and customs, and the climates which you inhabit
and has with most fatherly tenderness indulged even your
prejudices; it is his royal pleasure, that only such of his laws
shall be enforced, as are conformable to your customs, climate,
prejudices, and religion.
*c We cannot but be sensibly affected by this public approba-
tion of our conduct, given unanimously, by so opulent, so
respectable, and so independent a body of men, as the Arme-
neans resident in this town.
" Did our consciences not co-operate with that approbation,
we should feel these expressions of your sentiment as cen-
sures, not praises.
" We are confident, that if the laws of "England are honestly
and conscientiously administered, you cannot be disappointed
in the effects which you so sanguinely expect from them; and
we pledge ourselves, that it shall be our constant study, to
administer them in such manner, that you may derive from
them the greatest benefit, and the fullest protection, which
they are capable of bestowing."
This is as much as I have thought it necessary to extract
from the " Appendix to the Speech of Sir Elijah Impey, pub-
lished by Stockdale, in 1788." It contains 244 8vo. pages,
to which the reader is referred, particularly for the evidence
of Thomas Farrer, Esq., before the Committee of the House
of Commons, from the llth to the 20th of February, 1788,
p. 105 to 164. To the evidence of Samuel Tolfrey, Esq.,
from p. 170 to 215.' And to the evidence of Philip Fran-
cis, Esq., given from his place as Member of Parliament, on
Wednesday, the ICth of April, 1788, from p. 222 to 244.